
Myxomatosis in the US
WHAT IS MYXOMATOSIS AND HOW DO I PROTECT MY RABBIT?

What is Myxomatosis?

Myxomatosis is a virus. Wild rabbits can carry Myxomatosis, but do not become sick. Myxomatosis is fatal to domestic (pet) rabbits

with a 99% mortality rate, and there is no treatment. Symptoms include swollen eyelids, lips, and genitals, a high fever, lethargy, and

progresses to difficulty breathing, and death, within 2 weeks.

How is Myxomatosis spread?

Mosquitoes, fleas, black flies, or fur mites bite a wild rabbit with Myxomatosis and then bite a domestic rabbit. Myxomatosis can also

be spread by direct contact between infected rabbits, or indirect contact through handling a sick rabbit, then handling a healthy

rabbit.



Where is Myxomatosis in North America?

Myxomatosis cases in pet rabbits are reported in the coastal areas of Oregon, California, and Baja California, Mexico, in the territory

of the brush rabbit (Sylvilagus bachmani) who is a reservoir of this disease. The most recent confirmed case report we know of was

in July of 2022 in Los Altos Hills, Santa Clara County, CA.

So far, cases have been reported June-October and January-February (no reported cases yet in November/December or

March/April/May).

Recent Myxomatosis Case Reports

Northern California

2022

Santa Clara County:

July (Los Altos Hills, reported by Dr. Hilary Stern of Exotic Pet Clinic of Santa Cruz

2020

Santa Clara County:

September (Monte Sereno, reported by Dr. Hilary Stern of Animal Hospital of Soquel)

Santa Cruz County:

October (Watsonville, reported by Dr. Lee at East Lake Animal Clinic)

September (Boulder Creek, reported by Dr. Hilary Stern of Animal Hospital of Soquel)

August (Felton, reported by Dr. Hilary Stern of Animal Hospital of Soquel)

February (Scotts Valley)

January (Watsonville – reported by Santa Cruz County Animal Shelter, biopsy confirmed by CAHFS)

House Rabbit Society is collecting reports of cases of Myxomatosis to add to this list.  If you are a vet with a patient with

Myxomatosis, or a rabbit guardian whose rabbit has been diagnosed with Myxomatosis, please email us at hq@rabbit.org to have

the case added.

If you are a vet in California, please submit deceased rabbits suspected of Myxomatosis for necropsy with a CAHFS state lab (fee

$135) or report confirmed Myxomatosis cases to the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA): evet@cdfa.ca.gov.

There have been no recent cases of Myxomatosis reported to the Washington State Department of Agriculture from 2011-2022.

What does Myxomatosis look like?

mailto:hq@rabbit.org
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/cahfs/submitting/index.cfm
mailto:evet@cdfa.ca.gov
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What are other diseases that might look like Myxomatosis?

Take your rabbit to the vet immediately if you are concerned your rabbit might have Myxomatosis, and separate them from any

other rabbits in your home.  Your vet can determine whether your rabbit might instead have rabbit syphilis, an upper respiratory

infection, or an eye infection, all of which are treatable conditions.

How can I protect my rabbit from Myxomatosis?

House your rabbits indoors with window screens.  Rabbits live longer, healthier lives when indoors. Because myxomatosis is just one

of many concerns facing rabbits who live outdoors, House Rabbit Society recommends indoor homes for rabbits as the primary

preventative, along with screens on doors and windows.

If you live in an area with reported Myxomatosis cases, treat your rabbits monthly with Revolution, to prevent fleas and fur mites. 

Revolution is a prescription medication, available through your veterinarian.  Or, treat with over-the-counter Advantage, which

provides protection from fleas (but not from mosquitoes or fur mites). Be sure to give your cats and dogs flea treatment, too. Don’t

let your rabbit play outside if you live in an area with currently reported Myxomatosis cases.

Vectra 3D is a flea/tick/mosquito/mite/fly/lice repellent for dogs – using it on a rabbit is “off-label” use and could be harmful to your

rabbit at the wrong dose. Santa Barbara rescue Bunnies Urgently Needing Shelter uses this medication as just one of their tools to

try to keep rabbits safe. Please consult with your vet before using and get bunny-sized dose information from them.

http://www.bunssb.org/bunnies/myxomatosis/


For rabbits who must live or spend some of their time outside, protection against mosquitoes is next best bet, protecting the rabbit’s

play area with mosquito netting or some other barrier. Read more on the hazards facing outdoor rabbits.

Why isn’t the vaccine in Europe/the UK available in the US?

The Myxomatosis vaccine available in Europe and in the UK has not been approved by the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health

Inspection Service’s (APHIS) Center for Veterinary Biologics. There is no vaccine available in the United States, and it is not legal to

import the vaccine from other countries.

Hilary Stern, DVM of Santa Cruz, CA has repeatedly tried to import the European vaccine and failed. Dr. Stern said, “The FDA won’t

allow it because it is a live vaccine. I am not aware of any killed vaccines that are effective.“

The European vaccine is for a different strain of Myxomatosis. The California (US) strain of Myxomatosis is more virulent, and it is

unknown if the European vaccine would be effective against the CA strain.

Previous Myxomatosis Reports (2019 and older)

2019

Monterey County: October (95076 – reported by Monterey County and Salinas Animal Services)

San Mateo County: September (Redwood City)

Santa Clara County: September (San Jose 95013 – reported by CAHFS, Gilroy 95020- cases reported by Pets Vet Gilroy &

Adobe Animal Hospital)

Santa Cruz County:

August (Bonny Doon, Watsonville, Ben Lomond)

July (Santa Cruz, Boulder Creek)

San Luis Obispo County: July

Santa Barbara County: July (Buelton & Santa Barbara)

2018

Sonoma County: September (reported by CDFA)

2017

Monterey County/San Benito County: August (Aromas, reported by Dr. Hilary Stern at Animal Hospital of Soquel)

Santa Clara County: June (Los Gatos, reported by guardian & Dr. Curt Nakamura Adobe Animal Hospital)

Santa Barbara County: June, July, August, August

2016

San Luis Obispo: Sept

Santa Cruz County: July & Sept

Santa Barbara County: (reported by CDFA) July & July & August

https://rabbit.org/faq-rabbits-outdoors/
https://www.facebook.com/HilarySternDVM/posts/2657929064240459
https://www.facebook.com/HilarySternDVM/posts/2611147685585264
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/2489407747778225
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/photos/a.188162211236135.58817.181074315278258/1543042412414768/
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/1566191970099812
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/1603812316337777
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/1603900956328913
http://www.cahfs.ucdavis.edu/local_resources/cahfs_connection/2017/CAHFS_Connection_201703.pdf
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/article/NE/20160724/NEWS/160729825
http://www.facebook.com/TheRabbitHaven/posts/1392468547447638
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/1209390129113333
https://www.facebook.com/bunssb/posts/1218475571538122


2015

Monterey County: Sept

Santa Cruz County: Sept

2014

Santa Cruz County: August

2013

Sonoma County: October (Sebastopol – reported by guardian & Dr. Pfann, Brandner Vet)

2012

Monterey County (reported by AFRP’s Rescue Rabbits Rock)

Southern California

2019 Ventura County: July (reported by CDFA)

2017 Ventura County: August (reported by CDFA)

2010 San Gabriel Valley (near Los Angeles): July

Western Oregon

2016 Marion County: August Douglas County: July-August

2015 Polk County: June

2010 Western Oregon

2004 Linn & Benton counties: July

2003 Linn & Benton counties: July

Baja California (Mexico)

1993 Ensenada: Sept-Oct

More info on Myxomatosis:

https://www.merckvetmanual.com/exotic-and-laboratory-animals/rabbits/parasitic-diseases-of-rabbits

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myxomatosis
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https://www.facebook.com/aecvets/photos/a.649827108385437.1073741833.104266492941504/1039561672745310/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1227780967237620&id=168694503146277
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/article/ZZ/20140910/NEWS/140919130
http://www.catsandrabbitsandmore.com/crm_blog/view/48611/myxomatosis_in_local_pet_rabbits
https://www.facebook.com/phoebesrabbithaven/posts/1099938590071774
http://www.nrtoday.com/news/local/mosquito-borne-disease-devastates-rabbit-herd-in-roberts-creek/article_f81024a1-4611-5330-ac35-579ae75ed264.html
https://www.facebook.com/ashcreekanimalclinic/photos/a.638844696167005.1073741829.133882639996549/950033145048157/?type=1&theater
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0ahUKEwibosTMopnOAhUB42MKHVLHD-8QFggvMAM&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnebula.wsimg.com%2F21fa7ec7c27ddb6299fc78d3292bed5d%3FAccessKeyId%3D3D3A3D8C913A7B503BC7%26disposition%3D0%26alloworigin%3D1&usg=AFQjCNEr0YZjWO29lmi0TyiXQVfIgO8DrA&bvm=bv.128617741,d.cGc&cad=rja
http://oregonstate.edu/ua/ncs/archives/2004/jul/rabbit-disease-found-again-oregon
http://oregonstate.edu/ua/ncs/archives/2003/jul/rabbit-disease-outbreak-concern-may-spread
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=11&ved=0ahUKEwjyo4KLxJfOAhWj24MKHcnfC1Y4ChAWCBswAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bioone.org%2Fdoi%2Fpdf%2F10.7589%2F0090-3558-36.3.580&usg=AFQjCNGgtpJEuvEGoFZZ2afzSMUtHO7iiA&cad=rja
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/exotic-and-laboratory-animals/rabbits/parasitic-diseases-of-rabbits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myxomatosis

